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“The ones who plant and the ones who water work together as a team with the same purpose.”  1 Corinthians 3:8 
 

 
  

Good Afternoon,  
 
As part of our duty to safeguard pupils and our Relationships Education (RSE) curriculum we have been 
asked to carry out a survey with our Year 5 and 6s around sexual harassment and abuse in schools. (We will 
also complete age appropriate conversations with the Year 3s and 4, and will share the content nearer the 
time.)  
 
Why? Last year Ofsted carried out research that led to a wide reaching report: Review of sexual abuse in 
schools and colleges - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk). One of its main findings was:  
 
This rapid thematic review has revealed how prevalent sexual harassment and online sexual abuse are for 
children and young people. It is concerning that for some children, incidents are so commonplace that they 
see no point in reporting them. This review did not analyse whether the issue is more or less prevalent for 
different groups of young people, and there may well be differences, but it found that the issue is so 
widespread that it needs addressing for all children and young people. It recommends that schools, colleges 
and multi-agency partners act as though sexual harassment and online sexual abuse are happening, even 
when there are no specific reports. 
 
As part of our duty we will be working with pupils to identify the main issues they face, so we can support 
our children through our curriculum teaching and pastoral offer (RSE curriculum). We will start with the 
survey below and then support through assemblies and sessions in RSE.  
 
At Donnington Wood School, any reports are dealt with in line with behaviour policy and child protection 
and safeguarding actions. Please also see our policy: final-donnington-wood-twsp-child-protection-and-
safeguarding-policy-2021-22.pdf (wordpress.com). This describes our full duty.  
 
I know it can be a difficult subject, but our duty of care to the pupils is paramount and will be done with in a 
careful and sympathetic way.  
 
We will also be using the NSPCC resources on: Speak Out, Stay Safe and Promoting healthy relationships in 
schools | NSPCC Learning (another letter will come out next week before NSPCC assembly on 2nd February) 
 
Sexism is defined as: suggesting that the members of one sex are less able, intelligent, etc. than the 
members of the other sex, or referring to that sex's bodies, behaviour, or feelings in a negative way. 
Sexual harassment is any unwanted sexual behaviour that makes someone feel upset, scared, offended or 
humiliated, or is meant to make them feel that way. (‘unwanted conduct of a sexual nature’) 
Further research indicated:  

The girls who responded to our questionnaire indicated that, in order of prevalence, the following types of 
harmful sexual behaviours happened ‘a lot’ or ‘sometimes’ between people their age: 

Non-contact forms, but face-to-face: 
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• sexist name-calling (92%) 
• unwanted or inappropriate comments of a sexual nature (80%) 

Non-contact forms, online or on social media: 

• being sent pictures or videos they did not want to see (88%) 
• being put under pressure to provide sexual images of themselves (80%) 
• having pictures or videos that they sent being shared more widely without their knowledge or 

consent (73%) 
• being photographed or videoed without their knowledge or consent (59%) 
• having pictures or videos of themselves that they did not know about being circulated (51%) 

 
 
This is the proposed content of the survey: (it may change slightly) 
 
Do we keep you safe in school? 
If you have any worries, can you talk to the adult in school? 
Are you able to talk to an adult at home if you are worried about something? 
Would you be comfortable to talk an adult about these issues? 
Do our school values help you understand why this harassment cannot be tolerated? 
If someone harassed you for your physical appearance, would you tell an adult? 
It is never you fault if someone abused you for your physical appearance. Do you agree or disagree? 
Have we taught you about these issues in PHSE or RSE? 
Has someone insulted you for your physical appearance? 
If they did, did we deal with it? 
What sort of thing was said?  
Has anyone made a comment that refers to your sexuality? 
Outside of school does this happen more or less? Options: Yes no don’t know 
Have you ever experienced unwanted touching from another child? Options: Yes no don’t know 
Is it ever acceptable to abuse someone for their sexuality? Options: No Yes  
Sexiest name calling. Have you heard or seen others being harassed because of their sexuality? 
Would you stand up to someone who does this? 
Does this happen online?   
Has it happened to you online? 
If it happens, how often do you see or hear it? 
Have you seen sexualised content online? (images/video/content that are not age appropriate to you) 
Do you understand why these are inappropriate? 
Would you feel shameful if it happened to you? (Even though it is not your fault) 
 
 
We wanted to make you aware of the content of the survey, in case your child raises any issues with you at 
home. If you have any questions/concerns please ask us. We intend to start this work on Wednesday.  
 
Again, if you have any concerns please let us know.  
 
 
 


