
Oh tidings of Comfort and Joy ..... 

We are all in need of the angel’s message this year “Don’t be afraid. 
I’m here to announce a great and joyful event that is meant for        
everybody, worldwide: a Saviour has been born ….. We may not be 
able to see some of the people we usually see at Christmas , or do 
some of the things we usually do; we may be remembering loved ones 
who have died or mourning lost opportunities this year and yet, the 
message is the same; God is with us.  

Here are some ideas and stories about how we are 
celebrating that good news this year.  
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Looking through the window 
St Matthew’s Church Donnington 

serving the communities of Donnington, Donnington Wood & the Humbers  

A D V E N T  2 0 2 0  F A M I L Y  N E W S L E T T E R  

Following Jesus,  

 serving one another,     

 reaching out in 

God’s  love. 

O now carry me to Bethlehem ..... 

 We may not be able to travel as far as  
Bethlehem this Christmas, but we hope 
you will take a trip to St Matthew’s to visit 
our new outdoor nativity. The idea started 
small and has grown into a wonderful 
scene complete with stable, figures of 
Mary, Joseph, the Christ-child in a manger, shepherds and a couple 

of sheep.  All made with donated and 
recycled materials and the creativity 
and hard work of friends; Jim 
O’Sullivan, Colin Lowe, Chris Newman, 
Revd Andy. Why not share some        
pictures with friends and family who 
can’t be with you this Christmas? 

Photo courtesy of Shropshire Star 
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Angels from the realms of glory….     

More Knitting with Julie 

After knitting quite a few premature baby hats and blankets for the local hospital, I was 

looking for a change. A good friend of mine, Kay,  sent me a pattern of knitted Angels 

to share .  So armed with this new pattern, I ordered my wool and started knitting!  I  

began with 6 Angels to be added to others which have been shared with some of our 

friends. Here is the pattern if you would like to knit an angel or two for your family; 

please  see our web-site for a video  

KNITTED ANGEL - HEAD AND BODY  

Cast on 36 stitches using double knitting yarn and size 3mm needles.  

Knit 3 rows.   (K2 tog, knit 7) repeat 3 times, 32 sts.  Knit 1 row. Purl 1 row.  

(K2 tog, knit 6), repeat 3 times, 28 sts.   Knit 2 rows.  Purl 1 row. 

 (Knit 2 tog, knit 5), repeat 3 times, 24 sts.   Purl 1 row. Knit 2 rows.  

(K2 tog k4), repeat 3 times, 20 sts.   Purl 1 row. Knit 2 rows.    

K2 tog, knit 3), repeat 3 times, 16 sts.   Purl 1row.   (K2 tog), repeat across row, 8 sts.  

Purl 1 row.   KFB in each stitch, 16 sts.  

Starting with a purl row stocking stitch 7 rows. K2 tog across row, 8 sts.  

P2 tog across row, 4 sts.  

Thread yarn through these 4 stitches and from the wrong side sew up the back seam.  

Put a little stuffing into the head of the angel and then sew a row of running stitches  

around the neck and pull tight. 

 WINGS:  

Cast on 21 sts on needle size 3 mm.  

K1 row from right side. Then work short rows as follows: * K7, turn and knit back,  

K1 row over all sts *, repeat from *-* 6 times in total.  

Then * K2 tog, K6, turn and knit back, K1 row over all sts *, repeat from *-* until there 
are 15 sts on needle.  

*K2 tog, knit the rest of row *, repeat from *-* until 9 sts remain, cast off.  

Sew wings to the back of the body with a line of stitches down the middle of the wings.  



L O O K I N G  T H R O U G H  T H E  W I N D O W  
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Away in a manger…. 

Young reporters, Paola and Lavinia share some of their Christmas traditions and prayers.                       

Do you have a nativity scene at home? Why not share your photos with us? 

This is a photograph of our representation of the Nativity. We have it on display in the 

kitchen. During Midnight Mass in Italy, children bring statues of the newborn Jesus for 

the solemn blessing. When Midnight Mass is ended we exchange Christmas greetings 

and once we arrive back home we place the statue in the crib. 
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 Christmas is for giving! 

CAP Christmas Hampers 
The hampers are being delivered and will help to share some comfort 
and joy this Christmas  Michael, a volunteer with CAP says “ 2020 has 
been a difficult year for many people. The pandemic impacting the 
poorest and most vulnerable in particular. Once again, local churches 
have responded. Their compassion and  generosity of spirit has ensured 
that all of our current clients have received a hamper this year. We pray 
that God blesses you as you bless others through this project” 

 Thank You 
It has been great to work with 
our local schools and to include 
some touching prayers as part of 
the Remembrance and  
Christmas installations in our 
Churchyard. 
 
We would also like to express 
our thanks to all of the many 
contractors who have kindly  
supplied and installed the    
lighting to illuminate our        
outdoor Nativity scene and large 
spruce tree . 

Sing choirs of angels 

Missing Carol concerts and 

school Nativity plays this year? 

Here are some alternatives; join 

your neighbours for Carols on 

your   Doorstep 16th Dec with        

Shropshire  Radio visit -

www.doorstepcarols.co.uk or 

why not join St Matthew’s Carol 

service on Zoom or Christmas 

Eve Carols outdoors – details in 

this newsletter and on our    

website. Visit https://

www.churchofengland.org for       

information about online         

services which you can access 

from the comfort of your own 

home. And don’t forget Carols 

from Kings 5.30pm Christmas Eve 

on BBC 2. 

The Children’s Society  
We will be inviting donations to 
the Children’s Society at our    
outdoor Nativity service . And our 
Christingle service this year will 
be at the end of  January- look 
out for details on the website . 



Share a little Comfort and Joy this Christmas 
Why not decorate and display in your window or share with a friend 
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Christmas is a time when we want to find ways 
of remembering loved ones who have died. 
Some people like to do this with Christmas 
wreaths in the churchyard. We ask you please to 
remember to remove any wreaths by the end of 
January. Help us reduce the amount of waste 
sent to landfill by separating any green waste 
from plastic or wire bases, or by reusing artificial 
wreaths. Thank you for helping to keep the 
churchyard looking tidy for all to enjoy.  

This year, rather than sponsoring a candle in 
church in memory of loved ones, we invite you 
to sponsor a candle online and make a  donation 
to St Matthew’s. You can find details at      
stmatthewsdonningtonwood.org 

 

If you no longer wish to receive information 
from St Matthew’s Church just let us know .  

Remembering at Christmas ... 

 
 
 
 
 
   

Contact Details 

O Come all ye faithful ... 

St Matthew’s Church St Matthew’s Road  
Donnington Wood Telford  TF2 7HP 
Phone: 01952 604239 or go to 
https://stmatthewsdonningtonwood.org to 
find our latest news and information about  
services online and in Church 

Find us on Instagram stmatthews_donnington 

 mail :paula@stmatthewsdonningtonwood.org 

 St Matthew's Church Donnington Wood,      
Telford - Home | Facebook 

BOOK EARLY FOR CHRISTMAS 
Maybe not a phrase you usually associate with 
Church, but this year we are all doing things a    
little differently.  We want our Christmas           
celebrations to be as enjoyable and safe as         
possible, so please look at what is happening, 
choose what you will come to and book your place. 
We are looking forward to sharing a festive menu 
of Christmas services; some in the church building, 
some online and some outdoors. Booking is open 
now and here is the information you  

*Text 07519171685 at anytime by Friday 18th    
December to book in 

*Tell us which event you are booking. 

*Tell us your name, how many places you are 
booking and the names of everyone in your party. 

Here’s what is happening; 
Sunday 13th & Sunday 20th December 10.30am 
Eucharist in Church 

Saturday 19th & Sunday 20th December - come 
and spend a few minutes in this beautiful candle-lit 
space; add your prayer to our tree of prayers. 
Open between 11.30am -12.30 

December 22nd 7.00pm on Zoom, Christmas Carols 
and Readings. Login details will be sent to you after 
you book. 

Christmas Eve 3.30pm – Nativity for all ages in the 
Churchyard – the service will last 45 mins – 1 hour. 
Dress for the weather and the season ( Christmas 
hats & jumpers ) bring a warm drink if you wish 
and a garden chair if you need to sit down . 

Christmas Day 10.30am – All -age Christmas     
Communion in Church 

We will contact you by Monday, 21st December to 
confirm your booking, or to offer an alternative if 
services are oversubscribed. Please be aware that 
we may not be able to seat all of your bubble     
together as we have to maintain social distancing. 

https://stmatthewsdonningtonwood.org/
mailto:paula@stmatthewsdonningtonwood.org
https://www.facebook.com/St-Matthews-Church-Donnington-Wood-Telford-102503598322107
https://www.facebook.com/St-Matthews-Church-Donnington-Wood-Telford-102503598322107

