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“The ones who plant and the ones who water work together as a team with the same purpose.”  1 Corinthians 3:8 

 

 

Dear Parents/Carers,  
 
Please find below further details about how we will endeavour to keep your child safe during the 
wider reopening of schools. We have covered key points and will further update you with details 
when these have been signed off by the local authority. We will always be driven by our values: 
hope, friendship and perseverance underpinned by a TEAM focus; we will ensure any opening 
reflects this.  
 
The government have stated that they believe it MIGHT be possible to open from the week 
beginning June 1st and we set out below the first part in our road map to reopen. However, THIS 
DATE IS NOT GUARANTEED. Please do not make plans for your child to return to school until we 
have contacted you. The local authority has indicated all schools must have a signed off risk 
assessment before the process can start. At this time (18th May), the LA has not finalised this 
document.  
 
To reduce anxiety around the date, and in consultation with the governors, we are moving our PD 
from May 22nd, to Monday 1st June. This will allow us to respond to government announcements 
that come during the 3 week review meeting on Thursday 28th May. 
 
WE WILL CONTACT YEAR 6 PARENTS on Monday 1st June detailing next steps.  We will tell you 
when your children can come to school. You cannot just send your child in; we must communicate 
beforehand.  Please note, that in the future, we might be able to prioritise other groups, and it is 
our intention to give every year group a fair share of time in school. This may mean, in line with 
legislation, that some classes continue to work from home on a rota basis. 
 
We will need to be satisfied that you and your child understands the rules and routines to return 
to school, and we will go through them with you to check understanding.  
 
Government Advice  
Prioritising Year 6. The Government wants to get all children back into school as soon as the 
scientific advice allows because it is the best place for them to learn, and because of the 
importance of social interactions with their peers and teachers. I would like nothing more than to 
see the children back, however, I fully appreciate that this is a worrying time for everyone and it is 
vital that you have detailed information regarding how school will operate when we re-open so 
that you feel reassured and fully informed.  
 
Year 6 are prioritised as they are finishing Key Stage 2 and will benefit hugely from time with their 
friends and teachers to ensure that they are ready to for the transition to secondary school. The 
Government states that their ambition is to bring all year groups back for a month before the end 
of the summer term, but this is being kept under review and may be subject to change.   
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KEY POINTS ABOUT PHASED RE-OPENING:  
Who is eligible to come to school?  

• Eligible children are those in 6. They are strongly encouraged to attend unless there are 
shielding concerns for the child or their household. They will not be penalised if they do 
not.  

• Children of Key Workers and invited children in Years 3, 4 and 5 will continue to book in as 
they have been over the past few weeks. (Text the school and we will ring you back)  

• We cannot offer places to siblings of year 6 children who are not vulnerable or children of 
Key Workers.  

 
 
Which eligible children SHOULDN’T come into school?  

• Children who are classed as “clinically extremely vulnerable due to pre-existing medical 
conditions” have been advised to shield and remain at home. Home learning will continue 
for these children. 

• Children who are classed as “clinically vulnerable” are those considered to be 
at a higher risk of severe illness from coronavirus. A small minority of children 
will fall into this category; parents should follow medical advice if their child is 
in this category. 

• A child who lives with someone who is “clinically vulnerable”, including those 
who are pregnant, can attend school. 

• A child who lives with someone who is “clinically extremely vulnerable” is 
only advised to attend school if stringent social distancing can be adhered to. 
This may not be possible for very young children. 

• Children should not attend school if they have symptoms or are self-isolating 
due to symptoms in their household. If a child or members of their household 
show symptoms, they will be eligible for a test and can contact school to find 
out more details about this.  

• If any member of the group develops symptoms in school, they will be sent home 
and test requested. We will provide further details of this next week; it may be the 
case that while we wait for results all members of the group remain in isolation at 
home.   

 
Do I have to send my child in?  

• Any parents who decide not to send their children to school at this time will not be 
penalised or fined by the Local Authority.  

• If your child remains at home, home learning will continue.  
 
As mentioned above, we are waiting for the Local Authority to publish their Risk Assessment and 
will comply with this, but we will detail some of the elements so you can make an informed 
decision.  
 
Minimising contact and mixing  
The Year 6s will be split into 6 groups (bubbles) and taught by two adults per group. We will ring 
you before to explain this and your groups.  



 
  

• These children will remain together at all times and will not be allowed to mix with other 
children in school, thus reducing social contact.  

• Two adults (Teacher or HLTA will lead) will be allocated to each group and will not mix with 
other groups. They will support pupils at play, lunch and supervise hand washing and 
hygiene.  

• There will be a one-way system around the school to minimise contact.  

• During lunch, pupils will collect lunches (packed lunches will remain with child all day) and 
eat on their allocated desk. At play, the children will play together in their small group in an 
allocated area.  

• Classrooms will be reorganised with tables spaced out and 1 child will sit per table. A 
seating plan will ensure that children sit at the same desk each day. They will all be 
provided with the equipment they need and will not need to leave their table unless going 
to the toilet.  

• The guidance makes it clear that primary aged children cannot be expected to remain 2 
metres apart from each other and staff. Our focus, therefore, will be on limiting social 
contact and mixing by keeping the children in their small groups at all times, but we will 
strongly educate them of the risks and endeavour to keep apart.   

 
In order to minimise social contact, we will not be able to run After School or Breakfast Club at this 
time. Extra-curricular clubs will not run either. We apologise for the inconvenience that this will 
cause and will let you know when we are able to get these activities back up and running. Trips, 
visits and private music tuition will also not run at this time.  
 
Social distancing at drop off and pick up times  

• In order to maintain social distancing between the adults at the beginning and end of the 
day, staggered drop off and pick up times will run and different gates and external doors 
will be allocated to different year groups (more details will follow when we ring you).  

• Ideally we ask that you do not enter the site, with year 6s entering and leaving alone. If it is 
essential that you come, can you ensure that only one adult drops off/collects to reduce 
the number of parents on the school site. Younger siblings must be with the adult and 
supervised, not running off.  

• We ask that you do not enter the school building, but contact the office/class teacher via 
text or telephone.  

• We will inform you about dinner money procedures once we have clarification from our 
cook team.  

 
Visitors  

• There will be no visitors in school except where this is essential for statutory Health & 
Safety reasons. We ask that any contact is via telephone and email.  

 
Cleaning  

• The building will be cleaned extensively each night.  

• Cleaning of the toilets will occur twice during the day.  

• Desks will be cleaned after lunch and end of day 

• We will clean all contact points and spot check any area if needed. (ie a child sneezes)  
 



 
  

Equipment in school and on the playground  

• Use of equipment will be limited in school. Any shared equipment that is in use will be 
cleaned afterwards (e.g. PE equipment, IPADs, laptops).  

• We will provide all equipment that a child needs. Children will have to bring their own 
water bottle in.  

• Communal areas such as cloakrooms will not be used.  

• Each child will have a tray on their desk containing all of their books, resources and water 
bottle. Coats and bags will also be placed at their desk.  

 
Some equipment and resources will be removed from classrooms (e.g. any resources/toys that are 
difficult to clean and soft furnishings). The children will not be allowed to use certain equipment, 
such as the outdoor play equipment, musical instruments and the gymnastics equipment. We will 
encourage as much outdoor learning as possible and ensure that classrooms are well ventilated.  
 
Uniform  
Initially children will not need to wear their school uniform, as research points to clothes carrying 
the virus. Please make sure that the clothes are suitable for PE and outdoor learning. 
 
Hand washing and good hygiene practices  

• All staff and children entering the building will need to wash their hands upon arrival and at 
regular intervals throughout the day, thoroughly for at least 20 seconds and they will be 
supervised.  

• We will promote the “catch it, bin it, kill it” slogan with the children.  
 
Curriculum  
At this time, we will adjust our curriculum to reflect on Key skills for transition, Social, Emotional, 
Physical and Mental Health and we will also include Computing, so pupils can increase their home 
learning.    

• There will be a strong focus on PSHE and on the wellbeing of our children as we know that 
some children will feel anxious about returning to school and will have been affected by 
the school closure.  

• We will assess the children when they return and ensure that the key areas are focused 
upon so that we can provide the most appropriate curriculum for them.  

• P.E. and outdoor activities will occur every day, making learning fun and creative as we 
always do.  

 
Behaviour Policy 
We will adapt our behaviour policy to reflect the importance of the rules above. We will share this 
with you when it is completed, but again, will focus on education.  
 
Most importantly, the children will be able to, once again, experience a sense of normality and mix 
with their peers and teachers, something which I know many of them have missed so much.  
 
End of Year 6 Activities 
The government have informed us that these are currently on hold, we will make sure we come up 
with creative ideas to celebrate their achievements.  



 
  

 
Transition 
This is a priority of this term and we intend to have this delivered when we can.   
 
If you would like to view the Government guidance for further details, please click on the following 
link: https://www.gov.uk/Government/publications/actions-for-educational-and-childcare-
settings-to-prepare-for-wider-opening-from-1-june-2020  
  
The Government has also released some guidance to parents and carers, which can be accessed 
via the following link: https://www.gov.uk/Government/publications/closure-of-educational-
settings-information-for-parents-and-carers  
 
PPE 
The government has stated that PPE is not needed in schools, however, if you want to provide it 
we will support you. First Aiders will be given full PPE to carry out any first aid on your child.  
 
We fully appreciate the concerns that some parents with children in Year 6 may have about the 
planned re-opening of school. It would be wrong of me to say that we can eliminate all risks 
because we cannot. However, we are working as hard as we possibly can to ensure that school is 
as safe as it can be.  
 
We look to our values and we are very much looking forward to welcoming more children back to 
school.  
 
Please bear in mind that this is only a plan, based on the guidance that we have received so far 
and it will, no doubt, evolve and change over time as the situation progresses. We will endeavour 
to update you with any changes, if, and when, they happen.  
 
Finally, if you have any questions, please text us and we will produce a Frequently Asked Question 
list. As mentioned above, we will also ring you before any of this happens. (So please ensure you 
update us with any new contact details so we can ring you). 
 
I would like to extend my sincere thanks to you all for your support during this period.  
 
 
Yours sincerely, 
Mr Fox 
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